The Helvetn                          221
tation of the Sequani, bringing his people with him The few thousand families which were first introduced had been followed by fresh detachments, they had attacked and beaten the J&dm, out of whose territories they intended to carve a settlement for themselves They had taken hostages from, them, and had broken down their authority, and the faction of the Sequani was now everywhere in the ascendant The .^Edui, three years before Caesar came, had appealed to Rome for assistance, and the Senate had promised that the Governor of Gaul should support them The Romans, hoping to temporize with the danger, had endeavored to conciliate Ariovistus, and in the year of Caesar's consulship had declared him a fiiend of the Roman people Ariovistus, in turn, had pressed the .ZEdui still haider, and had forced them to renounce the Roman alliance Among the JEdui, and throughout the country, the patriots were in the ascendant, and Ariovistus and his Germans were welcomed as friends and deliverers Thoughtful persons in Rome had heard of these doings with uneasiness , an old JEduan chief had gone in person thithei, to awaken the Senate to the growing peril, but the Senate had been too much occupied with its fears of Csesai, and Agrarian laws, and dangers to the fish-ponds, to attend, and now another great movement had begun, equally alarming and still closer to the Roman border
The Helvetn were old enemies They weie a branch of the Celtic race, who occupied modern Switzerland, hardy, bold mountaineers, and seasoned in constant war with their German neighbois On them, too, the tide of migration from the North had pressed continuously. They had hitherto defended